
GRANDVI EW CI TY COUNCI L 
REGULAR MEETI NG MI NUTES 

 DECEMBER 17, 2007 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor  Nor m Chil dress call ed t he r egul ar  meeti ng t o or der  at  7: 30 p. m.  i n t he Council  Cha mber s 
at Ci t y Hall. 
 
Pr esent  wer e:   Mayor  Chi l dress and Councilme mber s Bi ll  Fl ory,  Robert  Mor al es,  Javi er 
Rodri guez and Joan Souders.  Council member s Jan Mc Donal d and Pam Hor ner wer e absent. 
 
St aff  pr esent  wer e:   Ci t y Ad mi ni strat or  Scott  St apl es,  Ci t y Att or ney Jack Maxwell,  Ci t y Tr easur er 
John Myer s and Ci t y Cl erk Ani t a Pal aci os.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGI ANCE 
 
St even Reyes,  St udent  of  t he Mont h at  Harri et  Thompson El ement ary School ,  l ed t he pl edge of 
all egi ance.  
 
3.  PUBLI C COMMENT  
 
Wal t  Br att on,  1304 West  Fi ft h St reet,  Gr andvi ew,  pr ovi ded comment s on t he 2008 budget, 
whi ch i ncl uded sal ari es ( Ci t y empl oyees vs.  School  Di stri ct  empl oyees)  and t he need f or 
empl oyees t o shar e t he cost  bur den f or  heal t h i nsur ance.   He expr essed concer n wi t h t he 
purchase of t he sewer Camal  truck.  
 
Dal e Bur geson,  1102 Carri age Squar e Dri ve,  Grandvi ew,  t hanked Council member s Bi ll  Fl ory 
and Har v Rodri guez f or  t hei r  servi ce t o t he Ci t y.  He al so t hanked Council  f or  consi deri ng t he 
or di nance pr ovi di ng f or reduced utility rat es f or l ow-i ncome seni ors. 
 
4.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
On moti on by Counci l me mber  Fl ory,  second by Council me mber  Rodri guez,  Council 
unani mousl y appr oved the Consent Agenda consi sti ng of t he f oll owi ng:  
 A.  Mi nut es of t he December 3, 2007 st udy sessi on 
 B.  Mi nut es of t he December 3, 2007 regul ar meeti ng 
 C.  2007 Cl ai m Warr ant Nos. 80467- 80593 i n t he amount of $162, 680. 49  
 D.  Payr oll Warr ant appr oval  f or December 15, 2007 

E.  2008 Boar d & Commi ssion Appoi nt ment s 
F.  Or di nance No. 2007- 25; Adopti ng t he 2008 non- uni on sal ary schedul e and 
 amends t he Per sonnel  Manual  Exhi bit B 2008 non- uni on mont hl y sal ary mat ri x 
G.  Or di nance No. 2007- 26; Amendi ng GMC Chapt er 2. 75. 010 Recr eati on Pr ogr am 
 Fees and Chapt er 2. 75. 040 Country Park Rent al and Deposi t Fees  
H.  Or di nance No. 2007- 27; Addi ng a new Secti on 2.44. 060 t o t he GMC entitled 
 Li br ary Fees and Fi nes 
I. Or di nance No. 2007- 28; Amendi ng GMC Secti ons 13. 28. 010( A) & ( B) setti ng  
 domesti c wat er rat es 
J.  Or di nance No. 2007- 29; Amendi ng GMC Secti on 13. 28. 050 setti ng domesti c 
 sewer rat es 
K.  Or di nance No. 2007- 30; Amendi ng GMC Secti on 13. 28. 060( B) setti ng irri gati on 
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 wat er rat es  
L.  Or di nance No. 2007- 31; Amendi ng GMC Secti on 13. 28. 085 setti ng gar bage 
 rat es  
M.  Or di nance No. 2007- 32; Amendi ng GMC Secti ons 3. 60. 050( E) & ( G) setting cit y 
 utility t ax rat es  
N.  Or di nance No. 2007- 33; Pr ovi di ng f or reduced utility rat es f or l ow i ncome seni or  
 ci ti zens and l ow i ncome di sabl ed persons and addi ng a new Secti on 13. 30 t o t he 
 GMC entitl ed Low i ncome seni or and l ow i ncome di sabl ed persons utility rat es 
O.  Or di nance No. 2007- 34; Amendi ng GMC Secti on 2. 04. 010 day and ti me of  
 regul ar meeti ngs 
P.  Resol uti on No. 2007- 36; Aut hori zi ng t he Mayor t o si gn t he Techni cal Assi stance  
 Contract No. 010108GV wi t h t he Yaki ma Vall ey Conf er ence of Gover nments 
 

5.  ACTI VE AGENDA 
 

A.  Or di nance No. 2007- 35 

 Adopti ng t he budget  and confi r mi ng t ax l evi es f or  r evenue t o carry on t he 
gover nment f or t he fi scal  year endi ng December 31, 2008 

 
Ci t y Tr easur er  Myer s expl ai ned t hat  t he 2008 budget  pr ovi ded f or  t he conti nuati on of  Ci t y 
servi ces.   I n or der  t o mai nt ai n a si mil ar  l evel  of  servi ce i n all  pr ogr ams i t  was necessar y t o 
i ncrease some f ees,  charges f or  servi ces and ci ty utility t axes.   By Fund,  not abl e changes and 
the hi ghli ght s of bal anci ng t he budget wer e:  
 
CURRENT EXPENSE:   The ci t y utility t axes f ro m t he wat er/ sewer  and gar bage f unds woul d 
i ncrease by about  $207,000,  l i brary wages and benefit s r educed by $40,000,  and depr eci ati on 
and r epl acement  r eserve woul d not  be pai d i n 2008 f or  equi pment  r ent al  vehi cl es and 
equi pment ($52, 000). 
 
LAW & JUSTI CE . 3 % TAX FUND:   Thi s was a separ at e f und begi nni ng i n 2008 support ed by 
t he Yaki ma Count y 3/ 10ths percent Law & Justi ce Tax appr oved by t he voters.  
 
WATER/ SEWER:   I ncr ease of  2 % i n sewer  servi ce r at es.   I ncr ease of  ci t y utility t ax r at e on 
wat er servi ce from 17. 5% t o 24. 2%.  
 
I RRI GATI ON:   I ncr eased i rri gati on assess ment rat es by 5%.  
 
SOLI D WASTE:   I ncr eased r at es by 3 %.   I ncr eased ci t y utility t ax r at e on gar bage ser vi ce f r om 
17. 5% t o 40%.  
 
EQUI PMENT RENTAL:   For  t he year  of  2008,  the current  expense f und woul d not  be payi ng 
depr eci ati on and repl acement reserve cost s on vehi cl es and equi pment used by t hat f und.  
 
SPECI AL NOTE:   Part  of  t he pr ocess t o change wat er,  sewer  and gar bage utility r at es i ncl uded 
the r emoval  of  t he i mbedded 6 % ci t y utility t ax.   For  t he past  20+ years,  t he utility t ax was 
i ncl uded i n t he utility r at e.   Begi nni ng wi t h t he newl y adopt ed utility r at es,  ci t y utility t axes woul d 
be separ at e.   The cust omer  woul d see t he utility r at e separ at e on t he mont hl y billi ng.   Ci t y and 
st at e utility t axes woul d be summari zed on t he bill. 
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By extracti ng t he 6 % utility t ax f r om t he utility base r at e,  t he r at e or di nances showed a decr ease 
i n base utility r at es.   Begi nni ng i n 2008,  t he ci t y uti lity t axes woul d be r ecei pt ed as non-r evenues 
i n t he r especti ve utility funds and t hen transf erred on a mont hl y basi s to t he curr ent  expense 
fund.   
 
On moti on by Counci l me mber  Mor al es,  second by Council me mber  Souders,  Council 
unani mousl y appr oved adopti ng t he budget  and confir mi ng t ax l evi es f or  revenue t o 
carry on t he gover nment f or t he fi scal year endi ng Dece mber 31, 2008.  
 
6.  COUNCI LMEMBER MEETI NG REPORTS  
 
Downt own Revi t ali zati on Pl an – On December  6t h,  a wor kshop was hel d wi t h t he downt own 
pr opert y and/ or  busi ness owner s t o gat her  i deas,  revi ew desi gn opti ons and f acilit at e di scussi on 
i n or der  t o devel op a speci fi c downt own r evit ali zati on pl an.   Appr oxi mat el y 25 pr opert y owner s 
and/ or  mer chant s att ended.   A summar y of  t he wor kshop has been pr epar ed and t he pr oj ect 
t eam wi ll  be meeti ng wi th t he bl ock capt ai ns on December  27t h  t o shar e t hose r esul t s i n or der 
f or  t he ar chi t ect  t o pr epare a new i t erati on of  t he desi gn opti on f or  pr esentati on t o Council  at  t he 
January 22nd st udy session.  
 
Publ i c I nf or mati on Pr ocess – Foll owi ng di scussi on at  t he Council  r etreat,  st aff  wi ll  be pr esenti ng 
recommendati ons f or  a publi c i nf or mati on pr ocess r egar di ng t he f ut ur e f i nanci al  chall enges of 
t he current expense f und at t he January 7t h st udy sessi on.  
 
Yaki ma Val l ey Regi onal  Li br ary Pr esent ati on – Fol l owi ng di scussi on at  t he Council  r etreat,  a 
pr esent ati on f rom Moni ca Weyhe,  Executi ve Di rect or  of  t he Yaki ma Val l ey Regi onal  Li br ary wi ll 
t ake pl ace at  t he January 22nd  Council  meeti ng.    The pr esent ati on wi ll  i ncl ude an expl anati on of 
how t he r egi onal  syst em oper at es.   The Li br ari an has been asked t o pr epar e a l i st  of  questi ons 
t hat  have been pr esent ed t o her  by ot hers i ncl udi ng t he Li br ary Boar d,  Fri ends of  t he Li br ary, 
li brary patrons, et c. 
 
Co mpr ehensi ve Pl an Amend ment  Publi c Heari ng – The publi c heari ng on t he Co mpr ehensi ve 
Pl an Amendment  wi ll  take pl ace at  t he January 7t h  Council  meeti ng wi t h f or mal  adopti on 
schedul ed f or t he January 22nd meeti ng.  
 
Ambul ance Ser vi ce Di stri ct  – The Pr osser  Memori al  Hospi t al  Di stri ct  was i n t he pr ocess of 
scheduli ng a meeti ng wi t h r epr esent ati ves of  Bent on and Yaki ma Count y Co mmi ssi ons t o 
di scuss a pr oposi ti on t o t he vot ers t o est abli sh an a mbul ance servi ce di stri ct.   Anot her  meeti ng 
has been schedul ed on Januar y 7t h  wi t h r epr esent ati ves of  t he Hospi t al  Di stri ct,  t he Ci ti es of 
Gr andvi ew,  Pr osser  and Mabt on,  as wel l  as r epr esent ati ves from Bent on and Yaki ma Count y t o 
di scuss t he i ssue of i nt eri m f undi ng assi st ance f or 2008.  
 
Gr andvi ew Uni t ed – Council member s Souders,  Mor al es and Rodri guez attended t he Gr andvi ew 
Uni t ed meeti ng on December  11t h.   The gr oup r evi ewed and di scussed how t o i mpl ement  t he 17 
acti on pl ans devel oped at  t he April  2007 meeti ng and al so di scussed ways t o i ncr ease publ i c 
parti ci pati on.  The next meeti ng was schedul ed for Tuesday, January 8t h at t he Seni or Cent er. 
 
Thank You – Council member s Rodri guez and Fl ory t hanked me mber s of  Council  and st aff  f or 
t he opport uni ty t o work toget her t o serve t he communi t y.  
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7.  UNFI NI SHED AND NEW BUSI NESS – None 
 
8.         ADJOURNMENT 
 
On moti on by Council member  Fl ory,  second by Council member  Rodri guez,  Council 
unani mousl y adj our ned the regul ar meeti ng at 8: 15 p. m.  
 
__________________________   ___________________________________ 
Mayor Nor m Chil dress    Ani t a Pal aci os, Ci t y Cl erk  
 
 
 
 
 


